Mid Sussex
Matters

Volume 6 Issue 4 2018

Inside this
issue:

Mills on the Air
2018 in Jack and 2
Jill Car Park

Members Shack
Number Four

The Real Morse| 4
Code continued | to
from last month 6

Net Times 7
New Club Mini 8
HD Media Player|
Burgess Hill
9

Town Fayre 201§

Diary Dates 10

Local Adverts 11

Burgess Hill

Town Fayre
2018

30 *1 E

—)
£
I




——

h Y &

Mills on the Air 2018 in Jack and Jill Car Park

Here are just a few
pictures  from that .
weekend. It was felt
that the portable trailer
was not needed with so
few people and leaving
the onus on one person
to transport it. That was
wrong and for that as
the Committee we *
apologise. We do need
more people to help
out to make these
weekends more fun.
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Members Shack .
Number Four

This month | have decided
to show some pictures of
the Shack that we have at.
in our Society clubhouse.
You can see that we have
two radios installed and
both of these have a morse
key if you prefer.

In the background you will
see a painting of our past
President Louis Varney
G5RV. )

Below you notice some
other members listening to
the radio.
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. j The Real Morse Code continued
I PR from last month
gontsis
. and it was not until he received help from Professor Joseph
I Henry that he was able to construct much more sensitive electro-

magnets which permitted operation over several miles of two-wire
] line.

I Fig.2 shows the original numerical telegraph type cast in lead
by Professor Morse for assembly in the "Port Rule" to form
. groups of numerals representing letters & words in the English
? language. It will be observed that the only way to distinguish the
I numerals: 1 to 5 from the numerals 6 to O was by noting that the SPACE

incoyporated in the lead castings was perceptably slightly longer

Figure 2.

numerals; 1 - 5, This arrangement was obviously unsatisfactory and

confusing. The séparate SPACE casting was intended for use between
" GROUPS of numeralss,

I duration for the numerals 6 - 0 than that in those representing thé

I Here we must leave the main story of the develepment of Morse's
invention and its eventual successful demonstration before

. Congress in January 1838 in New York and the successful trials
of the improved equipment over various distances culminating in

I a workable circuit between Baltimore and Washington in April
1844 and turn our attention to two brilliant inventions of his

- partner, Alfred Vail, to whom it was evident that the "port
rule” and the purely numerical code invented by Morse were quite

I impractical for efficient and rapid communication.

. The first of these inventions was the use of DASHES (having a
duration equal to that of three dots) and dots to represent

; letters of the alphabet. Vail visited the local newspaper

printer in Morristown to examine the type-cases of the

compositors. He found that the letter e was the most frequently

used letter in the English language, closely followed by, i,s,é&
h so that, to these letters, he allocated groups of dots only

I and to the less frequently occurring letters he allocated groups
of dashes and of dots and dashes combined. He also eliminated

= the ambiguity of Morse's code for numerals by adding DASHES to
the confusing purely DOT groups. However, because the

I Partnership Agreement which Vail hasl signed with Morse allowed
Vail only a one quarter interest in the business, he was obliged

. to permit his revolutionary code to be called the "Morse Code'.

I At this time, Vail also decided that the function of the
cumbersome "port rule system" could be achieved much more

. efficiently by the use of a simple hand operated "Finger Key"
which, for thersason referred to above, inevitably became known

I as the '"Morse Key"! ciomt/ i «
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On May 24, 1844 the historic message "What hath God wrought?"
was tranmitted from Washington by Morse using the new- Vail

alphabetical code and received by Vail at Mount chre in
Baltimore. i

Once the feasibility of
establishing telegraph systems
over long distances had been
proved to be both feasible and
economic, such systems were, - -
constructed and opened for : . =¥,
commercial traffic in the USA and A R
Europe and, in time all over the 2%222224///<;62%Z%3?7
world. It was of course,necessary — —
to make many addl tio ns to the (o0 Tix CY\I::’:TO::?::L-:I:::R:« z;rogrrit:glArn co.)
original basic Vail-Morse code-

punctuation and foreign language
accents for example.
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Figure 3,

Also, completely different signalling codes had to be invented
for the Japanese, Russian(Cyrillic) and Arabic languages. But
that is another story and if readers are interested, I would be
happy to write another article dealing with this aspect of the
Vail-Morse code development. See Part 2.

IMORE ON MORSE .

One hundred and eight years after the above events, Morse code
is still a topical matter, The February '93 edition of "SHARC
Club News" from Pensacola for example notes that the U.S.
Coastguard has now dropped all use of the code.

Bob, N4XAT notes nevertheless that whilst Morse, via CW may not
be the fastest mode currently available to us it probably
remains the most reliable means of communication when operating
under poor conditions, and is pretty sure that it is one of the
least costly modes as far as equipment is concerned.

Some MSARS members are now fully computerised CW operators,
holding QSO's at high speed via their keyboards, screens and
TNC's with other amateurs similarly equipped. Other members are
currently building QRP CW tranceivers so the mode lives one in
one form or another. One of my own recent contacts with a
blind, dumb, amateur could not however have been achieved by any
other means and gave us both a great deal of pleasure.

I hope that our activity day later this month will include a
good number of CW QSO's between SHARC and MSARS members not all
conducted via keyboards,... remember the Clothes Peg Key 1
entered in last years Construction Contest? I may bring it out
again on March 13th! G3WYN.




The End




